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NOTICES OF AKCH^OLOGICAL PUBLICATIONS. 

Transactions of the Kilkenny Archaeological Society for the year 1853 : (Vol. ii., part II.) Dublin, 

John O'Daly, 1855.— 8to., pp. 194. 

Some time since we had the pleasure of directing the attention of our readers to the Transactions 
of the Kilkenny Archaeological Society, for the year 1852 : [see Ulster Journal of Archeology, 
vol. ii., pp. 195-199.] We are happy to meet again, in the fasciculus which has just made 
its appearance, many of the writers whose former communications gave us so much pleasure ; 
and to perceive that their zeal in the cause of Irish Antiquities has not flagged, nor their ability de- 
clined : but the subjects which have recently engaged their pens, though locally interesting, are 
scarcely of the same importance, generally speaking, with those which were discussed in the previous 
publication. 

The papers in this fasciculus are — a "Memoir of the Ancient Market Cross of Kilkenny," by Mr. 
Prim. The destruction of this curious monument is much to be regretted ; nevertheless it is a con- 
solation to know that the act was not wilful. The cross was taken down to be erected in a more 
sightly and convenient situation ; but, for want of funds or for other causes, the work of reconstruction 
was delayed so long, that when the materials were, after a long interval, sought for, they had dis- 
appeared. — Mr. Windele contributes an "Account of an ancient cemetery at Ballymacus, county Cork." 
This appears to be a burying-place of a very early age, the corpses which it contains having been 
interred in Kist-vaens, covered by rude undressed stones. Five of these primeval sepulchres were 
opened and examined, but no vestige of any kind of human art was discovered ; nor any sign of eon- 
cremation. Mr. Windele combats — surely at needless length — the opinion of a brother antiquary, 
who had maintained that no trace of any human body can possibly be found remaining 2,250 years 
after interment ; and gives some curious particulars in support of his own view, in which we com- 
pletely concur. — Mr. Hitchcock has three papers ; the first, a continuation of his " Gleanings from 
Country Church- Yards ;" the second, and more valuable one, is a notice of the " Round Towers of 
the county of Kerry;" and the third, "Notes made in the Archaeological Court of the Great Exhi- 
bition," (in Dublin) of 1853. — We have a learned legal paper on " Certain Obsolete Modes of in- 
flicting Punishment," by Mr. O'Shaughnessy ; an " Account of some Antiquities in the neighbour- 
hood of Buttevant, by Mr Brash ;" a memoir on the " Ancient Cross of Banagher, King's County," 
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by Thomas L. Cooke, Esq ; and a very curious and interesting account of " the Pagan Cemetery 
at Ballon-Hill, County Uarlow," by Mr. Graves ; a paper from which we regret our limits do not 
permit us to quote ; but we trust many of our readers will study it iu the pages of the Transact whs. 
Two papers on " Folk Lore," one on the " Olden Pastimes of Kilkenny," and one misnamed " the 
Inauguration of Cathal Crubhdhearg O'Conor, King of Coimaught," complete the Transactions : 
but along with them is published a fasciculus of the " Proceedings" of the Society : a series of notes 
of papers read, and discussions which took place at its meetings, daring the year 1S53 : from which 
many interesting facts may be gleaned. The real antiquarian will always hail with pleasure the 
successive publications of the Kilkenny Society, while it pursues its present useful and judicious 
course. "VVhv have we no similar institution in the North of Ireland ? 



The Most Interesting of the Ancient Crosses of Ireland : carefully measured, and lithographed ly 
Henry O'Neill. — London, Ackerman, Strand ; Bell, Fleet-Street ; and Gambart, Berner's- 

Street, Oxford-Street. — Large Folio. 

While so many causes of ruin and decay are continually operating, there is danger lest some of 
the ancient stone crosses which attract the admiration of the artists and antiquaries of ail countries, 
who have visited Ireland, may be lost to art and even to memory ; and it was a happy thought to 
preserve them in a series of engravings, faithfully representing them, ou a scale that permits their 
execution to be seen and appreciated. The work could not have been undertaken by a gentleman 
more competent in every respect to do it justice, than Mr. O'Neill. With a warm — we might say 
enthusiastic — admiration of ancient Irish art, he combines antiquarian lore, artistic skill, untiring 
perseverance, and a style as clear and glowing as hi3 own wonder-working pencil. His work is to 
be completed in six parts, each comprising six plates with descriptive letter-press. Four parts, con- 
taining tweuty-four plates, have already appeared ; and the conclusion of the volume may be looked 
for at no distant time. Were we to speak of the part which has been published, as our feelings 
prompt, we should be thought by those who have not seen Mr. O'Neill's volume to speak in terms 
of extravagant eulogy : but, persons who have examined it, will know that it would be difficult to 
speak of it more highly than its merits deserve. Suffice it to say, that, for interest of the subjects 
drawn and described, — for beauty, grace, and freedom of execution, — for skilful grouping, and rich- 
ness of effect, — -we know not the work on Irish scenery which could be put in comparison with it. 
As studies of landscape, these drawings are worth far more than the very moderate sum at which 
they are offered to the public ; while to the antiquary and the student they are invaluable. We 
hope they will be extensively known : — wherever they are known they cannot fail to be admired. 



